ANNIVERSARY

Edward Ficklin

Scene: a sidewalk café, at a table with two chairs center stage, a young woman sits by herself. She looks
slightly sad. She looks around, picks at her dessert. She also looks slightly nervous, surreptitiously
checking herself'in a small pocket mirror occasionally.

Slow, tentative (J. = 60 - 65)
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Her reverie is interrupted as Michael enters. He
kisses her, but says nothing. He sits. She
immediately launches into a nervous, but happy,
monologue. Michael listens throughout, nodding and
smiling appreciatively at the right moments, but
remains totally silent.
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A wounded samurai, cares for him

Falls in love, I guess

There's this monk in Japan who takes in

Or the other way around
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Just like a man

He goes away to fight or whatever
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And he does but as it transpires he's dead
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But he vows to return after a year
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Totally unbelievable, but very good
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The waiter approaches, but does not see Michael.
Waiter: Still waiting for the other person?

Claire is slightly taken aback at this confirmation of what she had suspected. Michael gets up, crosses in front of the
waiter--who still doesn't see him--and kisses Claire. He then leaves without looking back.

Waiter: You okay? I can come back...
Claire: (sighs wistfully) No, he called and said he can't make it. I'll take the check, please.

Waiter nods and leaves, unsure what her problem is.
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